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Message from Editor s Desk...

Dear Readers,

| am glad to inform you all that this is
our 12th issue of the newsletter, and in
this issue we have intended to draw the
reader’s attention towards some very
important concerns about Climate
Change and its effect on bio-diversity.
Climate Change is a growing challenge to humanity and
sustainable development through directly and indirectly
impacts several socio-economic sectors like agriculture,
waterand human health.

07 Trainings / Workshops were organised by
SFRTI, Raipur in which 137 participants participated from
various departments.

A review meeting of NAFCC Project "Climate
Adaptation in Wetlands along the Mahanadi River
Catchment Area in Chhattisgarh" was organised at
Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate Change, SFRTI,
Raipur, ondated 17/01/2020.

This issue also carries information about the Forest
Man of India who planted an entire Forest by himself.

| hope you will enjoy this issue. Please do let us know if
there are any topics you'd like to see covered in the
forthcomingissues of this Newsletter.

(P. C. Pandey)
LES.
Director, SFRTI
Nodal Officer, Chhattisgarh State Centre
for Climate Change, Raipur
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07 Training Workshops were organised by SFRTI, Raipur

State Forest Research and Training Institute Raipur has organized 07 training workshops during
January to March 2020 on “Forest Conservation Act 1980, Green Tribunal Act 2010 & Green Tribunal
Authority and Procedure” & “Forest Right Act 2006 and Rule 2007 & PESA Act” and “ India's National
REDD+ Strategy and Starting REDD+ in Districts” to build the capacity of Officers and staffs to play
their effective role in Forest conservation . In these workshops, total 137 Officers and Staff from
various departments- viz Mining, PWD, Water Resource and Power Grid including Forest
Department have actively participated.

Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate Change is participated in 04 days capacity

building workshop on Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment

The Government of Indiaisintended to develop a common National Level Vulnerability map for all
States and Union Territories with the help of Department of Science and Technology, Govt of India. In
this regards, a 04 days capacity building workshops has been organized at Delhi during 12-15
February 2020 by Indian Institute of Mandi in collaboration of Indian Institute of Technology,
Guwahatiand Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. The objective of this workshop was to develop
the capacity of the States to assess their Climate Change Vulnerability in different Climate Concern
Sectors. This is also important in view of inclusion of Vulnerability assessment of different sectors in
revision of State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC). Presentations of renowned Climate
Scientists like Prof. N. H. Ravindranath, Dr. Jagmohan Sharma etc were made in the workshops.
Detail discussion on State wise sectoral Climate Issues were made in the workshops followed by
hand on training to the States to develop their District wise Climate Vulnerability maps. Mr. P. C.
Pandey, IFS, Director State Forest Research & Training Institute, Raipur and Nodal Officer, Climate
Change along with Dr. Anil Kumar Shrivastava, Research Associate, Chhattisgarh State Centre for
Climate Change were participated in the workshop. A presentation on primary learning's of the
workshop were also been delivered in this occasion by the representatives of the Chhattisgarh. The
learning's of this workshops will be helpful to develop a district level Climate Vulnerability profile of
the Chhattisgarh State which will be included in revision of the Chhattisgarh State Action Plan on
Climate Change as per guidelines issued by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India.
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Review Meeting of NAFCC Project "Climate Adaptation in Wetlands along the

Mahanadi River Catchment Area in Chhattisgarh" was held on 17/01/2020.

Review Meeting of NAFCC Project "Climate Adaptation in Wetlands along the Mahanadi River
Catchment Area in Chhattisgarh" has been organised at Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate
Change, SFRTI, Raipur, on dated 17/01/2020 to review the progress of Project. Review meeting taken
by Smt. Richa Sharma, IAS, Joint Secretary, Climate Change Division, Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India, New Delhi in presence of Mr. Mudit
Kumar Singh, IFS, PCCF & HoFF and The then Nodal Officer, Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate
Change (CGSCCC) and Director, State Forest Research and Training Institute (SFRTI), Raipur.

The meeting started with introduction of the participants. Brief introduction was given by Smt.
Richa Sharma, IAS, Joint Secretary, Climate Change Division, MoEF&CC, regarding the work being
done at the Government of India on National level. Smt. Sharma has also given the information
about the sources and availability of funds at National and International level in the Climate Change
area.

A Presentation was made by the Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate Change on the latest status
of the NAFCC Project. Smt. Sharma suggested to the Forest Officers / Staff to visit the majorinstitutes
of the Country which are working on Climate Change issues. Smt. Sharma suggested to NABARD to
provide additional fund for Knowledge Management activities of Project such as preparation of case
studies, success stories, study material and documentary film etc.

Smt. Sharma, Joint Secretary, MoEF&CC, New Delhi has assured about one year extension to
NAFCC Project; and also consented to inform in this regards after the meeting of the "National
Steering Committee" of the Project to be held in the month of February 2020. Smt. Sharma directed
to ensure the completion of the entire work related to the NAFCC Project by March 2021. In this
regard, Mr. Mudit Kumar Singh, The then Nodal Officer, CGSCCC also instructed to concern DFOs to
start all the pending works under the Project in all three Divisions immediately. He has also
instructed to prepare proposals for the remaining works under the Project and directed to make it
available to the office by the end of Feb.2020. Smt. Sharma also suggested to plan a new Project
proposal under the “Green Climate Fund” and for this, making a study tour to visit the approved
Projectin Orissa.
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Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate Change has participated in the World

Sustainable Development Summit

Chhattisgarh State Centre for Climate
Change has participated in the World
Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS),
the annual flagship event of TERI which
was held from 29-31 January, 2020 at New
Delhi.

The Summit was inaugurated by Mr
Prakash Javadekar, Hon'ble Indian Union
Minister of Environment, Forest and
. Climate Change. Mr. Mudit Kumar Singh,
IFS, The then Director State Forest
Research & Training Institute, Raipur and
Nodal Officer, Chhattisgarh State Centre
for Climate Change along with Dr. Anil
Kumar Shrivastava, Research Associate. During the event Mr. Mudit Kumar Singh has delivered his
view on “Mainstreaming Development and Enhancing Climate Resilience: New Opportunities for
StatesinIndia” during the Round Table Discussion.

DID YOU KNOW?

Chhattisgarh has
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that constitutes the protected area™ network of the
State covering 3.44% of its geographical areal

Protected areas® are those in which human eccupation
or af leas! the expleoitation of resources is limited
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Jadav Payeng: The Man Who Planted an Entire Forest by Himself

Jadav Payeng is better known as the Forest Man of India. He earned this name by spending 30
years of his life planting trees, creating a real man-made forest of 550 hectares. Thanks to this
reforestation, wildlife has returned to the area. Incredibly, he did it all by himself.

The Mulai Reserve is a forest on the MajuliIsland in the Brahmaputra River near Kokilamukh in the
Jorhat district in Assam, India. It has a total area of about 1,000 hectares and is under continuous
threat due to the extensive soil erosion on its banks.

Majuli has shrunk over the past 70 years by more than half. There are concerns that it could be
submerged within the next 20 years. To fight this, in 1980, the Assam Forestry Division of Golaghat
district began a plan to reforest 200 hectares of the forest in one of the sandbars of the Brahmaputra
river.

However, the program was sadly abandoned in 1983. After that, the forest was single-handedly
attended by Jadav Payeng during the course of over 30 years. He began planting bamboo. Then, he
continued planting other species. He wants to spread his Molai Forest to Bongoan of Majuli.

He planted and tended trees along a sandbar on the Majuliisland. Majuliis the biggest riverisland
inthe world. The Molai forest now encompasses an area of about 1,360 acres/550 hectares of forest.
The areacan be compared to the size of 15 football stadiums together.

The Molai forest created by Jadav Payeng is largest than Central Park in New York City. Thanks to
him, the Molai forest now houses Bengal tigers, Indian rhinoceros, reptiles, over 100 deers, and
rabbits in addition to monkeys and several varieties of birds, including a large number of vultures.

There are several thousands of trees, including valcol, arjun (Terminalia arjuna), Pride of India
(Lagerstroemia speciosa), royal poinciana (Delonix regia), silk trees (Albizia procera), moj
(Archidendron bigeminum) and cotton trees (Bombax ceiba), among others. Bamboo alone covers
anarea of over300 hectares.




India assumes presidency of UN body on

Migratory Species for 3 years

A fashion show at the highest altitude was
held to raise awareness about Climate Change

The Fashion show was held at the base camp
of Mount Everest at an elevation of 5340 meters
(17541 feet), which is at Kalapatthar. The
Fashion Show held on 26th January 2020, which
was organized by RB Diamonds, Kasa Style with
the support of the Nepal Tourism Board and
Visit Nepal 2020 Campaign. In this fashion show,
models from various parts of the world have
participated including Nepal, Finland, Italy Sri
Lanka, and Singapore.

The Thirteenth Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on Migratory Species was held
in Gandhinagar in the presence of senior

The main theme of the Mt Everest Fashion government officials, environment advocates,
show was to raise awareness about Climate activists, researchers and biodiversity leaders
Change by promoting sustainable fashion as from as many as 130 countries.

well as give the message to the world about the
possibility of different activities that can be
conductedin Nepal.

Inaugurating the key UN Summit via video
conferencing Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Source : https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ Modi said that the CMS COP13 is of particular
significance to India, which is known for its rich
biodiversity and is one of the seven
megadiverse countriesinthe world.

“India has four biodiversity hotspots —
Eastern Himalayas, Western Ghats, Indo
Myanmar landscape and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and home to as many as 500
species of migratory birds from across the
globe”, said the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister stressed that his
government is committed to championing
sustainable lifestyle, conservation and a green
development model. He further added that in
India’s role as the COP President in the next
three years, it will look at conserving the
Central Asian Flyway. To achieve this, India has
prepared a National Action Plan. He further
added that India is keen to facilitate action
plans of other countries in this regard and aims
at taking conservation to a new paradigm with

active cooperation fromall. St b e ot i




Climate Change impact on agriculture : 50 million to be poor

by 2030, says UN body

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) has said that Climate Change would
push 100 million people into the abyss of poverty by 2030. Close to half of these would be due to
Climate Change’simpacts on agriculture.

Global development and government representatives from across the world made an appeal to
urgently spend more on rural development to avoid a catastrophic situation arising out of the
climate emergency during IFAD’s 43rd Governing Council meetingin Rome.

“Climate Change’s impacts on agriculture are exacerbating existing conflicts and have the
potential to cause new conflicts around the world as resources become more limited,” Esther
Penunia, secretary general of the Asian Farmers’ Association, who attended the Fund’s meeting,
said.

In 2018, 90 per cent of 17.2 million people displaced by disasters were due to weather and
climate-related events. In Africa alone, conflicts have risen by 36 per cent between 2018 and 2019.
“This has contributed to an increase in hunger and poverty,” a statement from IFAD, said.

“Conflict stops agricultural production and stops millions of people lifting themselves out of
poverty,” Josefa Sacko, ambassador and commissioner for rural economy and agriculture, speaking
on behalf of the African Union Commission, said.

She added the role of climate change to this. “Increase in poverty due to conflicts is compounded
by natural disasters, like the current scourge of locusts destroying crops in East Africa and a changing
climate that threatens African food systems and is the driving force behind migration and conflict.”

The Governing Council of IFAD has appealed for more investment in rural development to
mitigate this precipitating crisis. “We all agree on the severity of the situation and that there is no
time to lose. We need to scale up our actions and leverage our resources in order to eliminate
poverty and hunger,” Gilbert F Houngbo, president of IFAD, said.

Source : https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/climate-change/
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