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Unveiling G’garh’s ecological richness
A rare forest patch in Bacheli forest range in Dantewada

B Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Sept 12

IN A remarkable finding, the
Forest and Climate Change
Department, Chhattisgarh
recently identilied a rare and
ecologically significant forest
patch in the Bacheli forest
range of Dantewadaforest divi-
sion, extending into the
Gangalur forest range of
Bijapur. This unique forest,
home to several ancient plant
species, showcases the state's
exceptional biodiversity and
deepens the understanding of
its ecological wealth.

Situated at an altitude of
more than 1,242 meters sea
level (MSL), this forest is clas-
sified as a subtropical broad-
leaved hill forest (Forest Type
8). Notably, this may perhaps
be the highest-altitude forest
hill in Chhattisgarh.

While the state is primarily
known for its Moist and Dry

Additional PCCF Arun Kumar Pandey with ather forest officials.

Deciduousforests (Forest Types
3 and 5), this recent finding
introduces a new ecological
dimension. Theareaisregard-
ed as a ‘Living Museum,’ pre-
serving plant species that date
back to prehistoric times, pos-
sibly even to the Dinosaur era.
Some plant species identified
here are believed to be

recorded in Chhattisgarh for
the first time.

This discovery underscores
the intricate layers of biodi-
versity that have persisted for
millions ofyears, survivingsig-
nificant environmental
changes. It enriches
Chhattisgarh's ecological nar-
rative and serves as a lesla-

HHISh HsdA

ment to theresilience of nature,
preserving life through mil-
lennia.

The findings emerged from
a three-day survey led by
Additional PCCF
(Development & Planning)
Arun KumarPandey alongside
a team ol ecologists and [orest
officials. The team included IFS
probationersS. Naveen Kumar
and Venkatesha M.G.,
renowned scientists such as
Dr Rajendra Prasad Mishra,
Deputy Director from the
Wildlife Trust of India (WTT),
and M.L. Navak, former Head
of the Department (School of
Life Sciences) at Pt Ravi
Shankar Shukla University,
Raipur. Devyani Sharma and
Anurag Gupta from the
Forest Department were also
part of the team.

During the survey, the team
documented an astonishing
varietyofrareandancient plant

(Contd on page 6)
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